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¶ To confirm death, monitor the animal for the following signs: cessation of chest 

movement, no palpable heartbeat, poor mucous membrane color, no response 

to toe pinch, and color change/opacity of the eyes. 

¶ A secondary method of humane killing can be completed at this time, such as 

bilateral pneumothorax, cervical dislocation, or exsanguination. 

¶ Carcasses should be disposed of promptly.  

 

**A physical method of humane killing such as a bilateral pneumothorax, cervical dislocation, 

or exsanguination is required before disposal of the animal to confirm humane killing. 

The handler must ensure complete separation between the cervical vertebrae and skull 

(severance of the spinal cord) if cervical dislocation is the secondary method.** 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



http://www.ingentaconnect.com/content/aalas/jaalas%3Bjsessionid%3D24r2a8su0eh6p.x-ic-live-01
http://www.ccac.ca/Documents/Standards/Guidelines/Euthanasia.pdf

