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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Every two years, the Venice Biennale turns the city of Venice, Italy, into a massive, dynamic 
exhibition, featuring the work of hundreds of artists from over 75 countries and regions. ARTH 
380 is a 4-week, 6-unit/credit travel study course that gives students the extraordinary 
opportunity to experience Venice and its Biennale firsthand. Through daily onsite study at the 
Biennale, as well as at other museums, galleries, and historical sites in Venice, students gain in-
depth knowledge of the history the Biennale, its relationship to the city of Venice, and its role 
within a larger field of global contemporary art. 
 
In addition to onsite lectures and seminars, all ARTH 380 students participate in internships at 
the Canada Pavilion in Venice, which is coordinated by the National Gallery of Canada. These 
internships are an exciting opportunity to see behind the scenes of the Biennale - the largest 
and longest running international exhibition of contemporary art in the world - and to gain 



• Non-Queen’s student may register for the course only if they have a letter of permission 
from their home university. After they have secured this letter, they may register as a 
Queen’s student for the spring term. The 6-credits from ARTH 380 will be transferred to 
the student’s home institution upon successfully completing the course. 

• Detailed information about registering as a non-Queen’s student will be provided to 
students in their letters of acceptance. 

 
COURSE INFORMATION 
 
FINANCES 
What does the $4,000 course fee cover? 

• Accommodation at Locanda Sliva (https://www.locandasilva.it) from May 1 (check-in) to 
May 30 (check-out) 

• Daily breakfast at Locanda Silva 
• Admissions to all the museums and galleries included on the course syllabus (the class 

visits many contemporary and historical museums and cultural institutions in Venice in 
addition to the Biennale, including the Guggenheim Museum, Punta Della Dogana and 
Palazzo Grassi, the Prada Collection, Ca’Pesaro, Muso Correr, and many others) 

• Passes to the Biennale’s Giardini and Arsenale sites 
• A public transit pass for the duration of the course 
• Weekly group lunches and several group dinners 

 
What costs are not included in the course fee? 

• Tuition for a 6-credit course (Domestic tuition $1,216.62; International tuition: 
$10,185.12) 

•



• Complete all steps on Queen’s Checklist for Going Abroad for university sanctioned 
international activities.  

 
Will there be a pre-departure orientation session? 

• An evening orientation session will take place in early April over Zoom. All students and 
their parents are encouraged to attend. This is a great opportunity to meet your peers, 
learn more about the course, and ask any questions you may have about logistics, 
academics, or how to prepare. 

• At the orientation session, student will receive a pre-departure package with 
information about how to prepare for the trip, what to bring, and what to expect once 
you arrive in Venice, and public health regulations in Italy.  

 
PLANNING AND SAFETY MEASURES REGARDING COVID-19 
In consultation of the Office of the Vice Provost (International), we are anticipating a 
normalization of international travel by the start of the course.  

• ARTH 380 will act in accordance with Italy’s current public health requirements, the 
guidance provided by Queen’s University, and Queen’s University Off Campus Health 
and Safety Policy. These requirements may change in response to public health 
developments and this course will adapt accordingly.  

• Applicants are urged to familiarize themselves with Canadian and Italian travel 



you decide to come to Europe early or stay after the dates of the course, you can 
arrange to do that too. 

 
Where will I stay in Venice? 

• All students will stay at Locanda Silva, a centrally located pensione where Queen’s Art 
History students have been



 
 
 

ARTH 380 Venice and its Biennale 
Application Form 

 
Completed applications must be submitted electronically to Jenna Simeonov, Communications 
and Office Assistant, at jms31@queensu.ca with the subject line “ARTH 380 Application” by 
Friday, March 11, 2022.   
 
PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
Name:  
 
Student number: 
 
Email address: 
 
Phone number: 
 
Permanent address: 
 
ACADEMIC INFORMATION 
Year of study:  
 
Major/minor: 
 
GPA:  
 
List any pervious experiences that have prepared you to take this course (travel, interest in 
contemporary art or arts administration, art history or fine arts courses, knowledge of Italian 
culture, etc.):  
 
PERSONAL STATEMENT  
With this form, please submit a 250–500-word statement explaining: 1) Why you want to study 
abroad; 2) What interests you about this course; 3) What impact this opportunity will have on 
you (academically, personally, or for your future goals)? 


