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which	non-Arctic	allies	are	becoming	increasingly	regionally	
involved?	

2011-2016: Pushback 
To	answer	this,	we	can	analyze	trends	over	the	last	decade.	
The	Department	of	National	Defence	(DND)	has	published	an	
annual	report	on	its	plans	and	priority	areas	which	can	offer	
insights	into	the	DND’s	motives	and	thinking	behind	regional	
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territory	–	the	approaches	–	but	not	that	NATO	should	have	a	
constant	presence	within	Canadian	territory.		

After	 affirming	 that	 Canada	 is	 committed	 to	 working	 with	
‘select	regional	partners’	to	improve	domain	awareness	in	the	
Arctic,	SSE	asserts	that	Canada	is	committed	to	working	with	
all	willing	partners	to	improve	safety	and	security	in	the	polar	
north.	Interestingly,	the	very	next	line	states	that	‘NATO	is	the	
foundation	of	Canada’s	defence	relations	in	Europe’	[bold	in	
original].

’
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Recommendations 
1. Use	 ties	 to	 the	 US	 as	 a	 means	 to	 strengthen	 Canada’s	

position	as	an	Arctic	defence	provider,	rather	than	isolate	
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