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Social Identities

u We all have numerous identities arranged in a 
hierarchy of importance to us.



The Function of Identities in a Total 
Force Context

u Militaries formally 
re-socialize members 
into new identities.  

u Theoretically, we 
expect these 
identities to serve as 
informal mechanism 
of social control.

“Security contractors’ identities and 





Social Comparisons





Mental Health

u High levels of mastery are not necessarily 
better for mental health.



Findings

1. Social identities based on civ-



Future Research

1. Assess the effectiveness of social identities as 
informal social controls in civ-mil organizations

2. Identify the effects of a blended civ-mil force 
on women and racial minorities.

3. Examine the effects of structural and 
interactional contexts on the mental health of 
military and civilian personnel during and post 
deployment.






