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A short preliminary portion of this paper was previously published 
in Embassy Magazine, 17 September 2014, with expanded versions pre-
sented at a federal government conference in Ottawa, 24 October 2014 
and in more depth at a conference at the Royal Military College of Can-
ada, 11 February 2016. A published version of that academic presenta-
tion was printed in the Romanian Ministry of Defence’s Institute for 
Defence Policy Studies and Military History magazine Monitor Strategic 
1–2/2020. 
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ty’s Centre for International and Defence Policy (CIDP) for providing 
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�0�U�[�Y�V�K�\�J�[�P�V�U

In assessing Vladimir Putin and contemporary Russian foreign and 
�P�L�O�L�W�D�U�\�� �S�R�O�L�F�\���� �L�Q�V�W�H�D�G�� �R�I�� �À�Q�D�O�� �D�Q�V�Z�H�U�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �H�P�H�U�J�H���� �L�W�� �L�V�� �R�I�W�H�Q�� �D�G�G�L-
tional questions. It can take a lifetime to acquire expertise on foreign 
countries and this is even more so when a regime is autocratic, secre-
tive, and deliberately deceptive in the information it releases.

Following my academic research and writings on communist Yugo-
slavia, Eastern Europe, and the Soviet Union in the late 1960s and early 
���������V�����,���Z�D�V���D�V�N�H�G���V�H�Y�H�U�D�O���\�H�D�U�V���O�D�W�H�U���Z�K�D�W���,���Z�R�X�O�G���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Q�H���G�L�•�H�U-
ently in my studies in order to better understand this complex region. 
I immediately replied: Read more history that covered a longer time 
span. With “long history” in mind, we shall analyze Putin and Russia 
and their intertwined journeys, as we navigate these sobering times of 
�J�O�R�E�D�O���S�D�Q�G�H�P�L�F���D�Q�G���J�U�D�Y�H���L�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���F�R�Q�Á�L�F�W��

�;�O�L���;�Z�H�Y�P�Z�[���;�Y�H�K�P�[�P�V�U���P�U���9�\�Z�Z�P�H�!���3�V�V�R�P�U�N���,�H�Z�[���H�U�K���0�U�^�H�Y�K���V�Y���3�V�V�R�P�U�N��
�>�L�Z�[���H�U�K���6�\�[�^�H�Y�K�Z�&

To better understand Putin and his orientation, it is useful to step 
back and look at an overview of Russian political history and explore 
several key enduring themes. Amongst the most famous tsars and 
commissars, several—Ivan the Terrible (1530–1584), Peter the Great 
(1672–1725), Catherine the Great (1729–1796) and Stalin, the Man of 
Steel (1879–1953)—dominate the landscape. Each ruled for more than 
two decades. (See Table 1: Russian Leaders.) While in some ways they 
�S�R�V�V�H�V�V�H�G���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�W���R�U�L�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���V�W�\�O�H�V���R�I���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�D�Q�F�H�����F�R�P�P�R�Q���W�R��
each, they expanded Russia’s territory and powers.1 In addition, all 
three tsarist leaders and the soviet communist ruler were highly au-
tocratic rulers. This, perhaps, should serve as a reminder that despite 

�������:�L�L���M�V�Y���L�_�H�T�W�S�L�����[�O�L���N�Y�V�^�[�O���P�U���[�L�Y�Y�P�[�V�Y�`���Y�L�]�L�H�S�L�K���P�U���[�O�L���M�V�S�S�V�^�P�U�N���O�P�Z�[�V�Y�P�J�H�S���H�[�S�H�Z�L�Z�!��
�)�H�Y�U�L�Z����Restless Empire�"���*�Y�H�T�W�[�V�U���H�U�K���*�Y�H�T�W�[�V�U����Atlas of Eastern Europe�"���.�P�S�I�L�Y�[����Atlas of 
Russian History; �2�P�U�N�Z�I�\�Y�`���H�U�K���;�H�H�M�M�L����An Atlas of Soviet Affairs.

�9�L�Å�L�J�[�P�V�U�Z���V�U���=�S�H�K�P�T�P�Y���7�\�[�P�U���H�U�K���9�\�Z�Z�P�H�»�Z���-�V�Y�L�P�N�U���H�U�K���4�P�S�P�[�H�Y�`���7�V�S�P�J�`�!��
�,�_�W�S�V�Y�P�U�N���4�V�[�P�]�H�[�P�V�U�Z�����-�H�J�[�V�Y�Z�����H�U�K���,�_�W�S�H�U�H�[�P�V�U�Z
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�W�K�H���D�S�S�H�D�U�D�Q�F�H���R�I���V�R�P�H���G�L�•�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V�����W�K�H���X�Q�G�H�U�O�\�L�Q�J��
foundation may be essentially the same: autocratic and imperially ex-
pansionist in goals and aspirations.

During the nineteenth century, major intellectual debates about the 
future of Russia arose with great intensity. It was increasingly evident 
that Russia lagged behind the West. Russians accordingly searched for 
�V�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�V���I�R�U���W�K�L�V���L�Q�I�H�U�L�R�U�L�W�\�����E�X�W���W�K�H���S�U�R�S�R�V�H�G���U�H�P�H�G�L�H�V���G�L�•�H�U�H�G���J�U�H�D�W�O�\����



3�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U���3�X�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���5�X�V�V�L�D�·�V���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���3�R�O�L�F�\

�;�H�I�S�L����

�9�\�Z�Z�P�H�U���:�V�]�P�L�[���9�\�Z�Z�P�H�U���3�L�H�K�L�Y�Z

�5�H�T�L Years in Power �3�L�M�[���6�M�Ä�J�L���P�U���>�O�H�[��
Way?

�9�\�Z�Z�P�H�U���4�V�U�H�Y�J�O�`���,�Y�H

�0�]�H�U���0�=���[�O�L���;�L�Y�Y�P�I�S�L���� ���������¶�������� �������`�L�H�Y�Z��died

…

�7�L�[�L�Y���0���[�O�L���.�Y�L�H�[�� ����� ���¶��������29 years died

…

�*�H�[�O�L�Y�P�U�L���0�0���[�O�L���.�Y�L�H�[ ���������¶����� �� �������`�L�H�Y�Zdied

…

Nicholas II ����� ���¶��� ���� �������`�L�H�Y�Z death by execution

�9�L�]�V�S�\�[�P�V�U�H�Y�`���;�Y�H�U�Z�P�[�P�V�U

�2�L�Y�L�U�Z�R�` ��� ���� �\�U�K�L�Y�������`�L�H�Yexiled

�:�V�]�P�L�[���,�Y�H

Lenin ��� �����¶��� ���� �����`�L�H�Y�Z wounded, ill and died 

Stalin ��� �����¶��� ���� ���������`�L�H�Y�Z died

�2�O�Y�\�Z�O�J�O�L�] ��� �����¶��� ���� �������`�L�H�Y�Z deposed, internal exile

�)�Y�L�a�O�U�L�] ��� �����¶��� ���� �������`�L�H�Y�Z died

Andropov ��� �����¶��� ���� 2 years died

Chernenko ��� �����¶��� ���� �����`�L�H�Y died

�.�V�Y�I�H�J�O�L�] ��� �����¶��� � �� 6 years survived aborted coup, 
resigned later

�9�\�Z�Z�P�H�U���7�Y�L�Z�P�K�L�U�[�P�H�S���,�Y�H

Yeltsin ��� � ���¶��������
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versalistic and internationalist, often with an implicit, if not explicit, 



5�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U���3�X�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���5�X�V�V�L�D�·�V���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���3�R�O�L�F�\

Orwell” published in 
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With the break-up of the Soviet bloc, a number of former Warsaw Pact 
client states (e.g., Poland, Hungary, East Germany [GDR], the former 
Czechoslovakia, and Bulgaria) ceased to be under Moscow’s direct for-
mal military command of the Warsaw Pact. These reductions in imperi-
al reach represented a shrinkage of about 755,000 square kilometres and 
about 90 million persons, and further diminished Russia’s geopolitical 
size and impact. By contrast, the European Union continued to grow 
in population (448 million in 2021) and expand eastward (e.g., Estonia, 
Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Slove-



7�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U���3�X�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���5�X�V�V�L�D�·�V���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���3�R�O�L�F�\
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stand the world view and geopolitical goals of Putin, along with the 
nature of Putin’s Russia that is emerging. 

�:�V�T�L���6�]�L�Y�]�P�L�^���8�\�L�Z�[�P�V�U�Z

The centuries-old intellectual debate in Moscow between Slavo-
philes and Westernizers still exists. Recent events suggest that more 
insular nationalist Slavophile goals are once again displacing nascent 
and fragile Westernizer’s aspirations of liberalization and greater open-
ness to Europe. The West-friendly quasi-democracy of the Gorbachev 
era of the late 1980s and the Yeltsin era of the 1990s have greatly reced-
ed.19 Instead, it is suggested by some that we are witnessing renewed 
would-be Tsarist ambitions, propped up by Russian Orthodox Church 
�R�€�F�L�D�O�G�R�P��20 Others suggest a ruthless KGB/FSB-recruited Bona-
partist dictatorial regime is rapidly emerging. 21 Even more pessimistic 
�D�Q�D�O�\�V�W�V�� �V�X�J�J�H�V�W�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �R�O�G�� �%�U�H�]�K�Q�H�Y�� �H�U�D�� �U�H�Á�H�F�W�H�G�� �D�Q�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q��
and somewhat lethargic bureaucratic communist state, while Putin’s 
Russia seems to have evolved once more towards a more dynamic, 
ambitious, and ruthless semi-totalitarian regime or more recently fully 
totalitarian, as Masha Gessen suggested in The Future is History: How 
Totalitarianism Reclaimed Russia.22 The change has occurred more rapid-
ly than many expected and has been accelerated by the 2022 Russian–



9�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U���3�X�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���5�X�V�V�L�D�·�V���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���3�R�O�L�F�\

in the twentieth century, Winston Churchill, the illustrious politician 
and historian, described Russia as “a riddle wrapped in a mystery, in-
side an enigma….”23

�;�O�L���*�H�Y�Y�V�[���H�U�K���[�O�L���:�[�P�J�R�!���;�O�L���4�H�Y�Z�O�H�S�S���7�S�H�U���H�U�K���5�(�;�6

In post-World War II Europe, as Stalinist Soviet military domination 
and tight political control over Eastern Europe took hold, the former 
British wartime prime minister, Winston Churchill, speaking at Fulton, 
Missouri on 5 March 1946, warned that an “Iron Curtain” of dictator -
ship, massive censorship, and state-directed propaganda had descend-
ed over these East European satellite countries.24 The apprehension 
concerning Stalin’s malevolent ambitions and deeds were accentuated 
by the Soviet regime’s militant ideological rhetoric. In 1947, on the eve 
of the Cold War, George F. Kennan, the American Ambassador in Mos-
cow, penned a pioneering and pivotal piece in �)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���$�•�D�L�U�V��under the 
nom-de-plume “X.” 25 It provided the intellectual blueprint for contain-
ment theory and a string of US-based military alliances (NATO, CEN-
TO, SEATO)26 that encircled and sought to constrain the Soviet Union 
from Europe, through the Middle East to Asia.

With Soviet expansion and tightening control in Eastern Europe and 
a growing political and military threat to Western Europe, the West re-
sponded in twin-fold fashion: economically the Marshall Aid Plan was 
launched in 1948 to assist war-torn Europe, while militarily NATO was 
formed in 1949 with the intention to stop the large and powerful Rus-
sian army rolling westward. Canada played a key part as one of the 12 
�I�R�X�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �1�$�7�2���� �D�Q�G�� �S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�� �W�U�R�R�S�V���� �W�D�Q�N�V����
�D�Q�G���À�J�K�W�H�U���D�L�U�F�U�D�I�W�����S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U�O�\���L�Q���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�L�H�U���G�H�F�D�G�H�V��

Today the Alliance has expanded east and grown to 30 member coun-
tries, including the addition of a number of former Warsaw Pact member 
states (e.g., Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Romania, 
Bulgaria, and the Baltic states). Some have called for even more states to 
join, such as Georgia and Armenia in the South Caucasus and most sig-
�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�O�\�����8�N�U�D�L�Q�H�����W�K�H���V�H�F�R�Q�G���O�D�U�J�H�V�W���S�R�O�L�W�\���L�Q���(�X�U�R�S�H���D�Q�G���D���N�H�\���F�R�P-
ponent of the Eastern European heartland. In 2022, Sweden and Finland 

���������:�W�L�L�J�O���I�`���>�P�U�Z�[�V�U���*�O�\�Y�J�O�P�S�S���V�U���H���)�)�*���Y�H�K�P�V���I�Y�V�H�K�J�H�Z�[���������6�J�[�V�I�L�Y����� ��� �����;�O�L���Z�L�J�V�U�K��
�H�U�K���S�L�Z�Z�L�Y���R�U�V�^�U���W�H�Y�[���V�M���*�O�\�Y�J�O�P�S�S�»�Z���M�H�T�V�\�Z�������6�J�[�V�I�L�Y����� ��� ���)�)�*���Y�H�K�P�V���X�\�V�[�L���V�M�M�L�Y�L�K��
�[�O�L���M�V�S�S�V�^�P�U�N���V�I�Z�L�Y�]�H�[�P�V�U���H�I�V�\�[���9�\�Z�Z�P�H�!���¸�¯�I�\�[���W�L�Y�O�H�W�Z���[�O�L�Y�L���P�Z���H���R�L� �̀����;�O�H�[���R�L�`���P�Z���9�\�Z�Z�P�H�U��
�U�H�[�P�V�U�H�S���P�U�[�L�Y�L�Z�[���¹
���������<�S�H�T����Expansion and Coexistence����
���������;�O�L���V�Y�P�N�P�U�H�S���¸�?�¹���H�Y�[�P�J�S�L���H�W�W�L�H�Y�L�K���P�U��Foreign Affairs�����1�\�S�`����� ���������9�L�W�Y�P�U�[�Z���H�U�K���J�V�T�T�L�U��
�[�H�Y�`���V�U���[�O�L���V�Y�P�N�P�U�H�S���H�Y�[�P�J�S�L���J�H�U���I�L���M�V�\�U�K���P�U���Z�L�]�L�Y�H�S���L�K�P�[�L�K���I�V�V�R�Z���P�U�J�S�\�K�P�U�N���P�U���.�H�[�P����Caging 
the Bear�����:�L�L���H�S�Z�V���2�L�U�U�H�U�»�Z���S�H�[�L�Y���I�V�V�R��Russia and the West Under Lenin and Stalin��
���������;�O�L���M�\�S�S���[�P�[�S�L�Z���V�M���[�O�L���H�J�Y�V�U�`�T�Z���^�L�Y�L�!���5�V�Y�[�O���(�[�S�H�U�[�P�J���;�Y�L�H�[�`���6�Y�N�H�U�P�a�H�[�P�V�U�����*�L�U�[�Y�H�S���;�Y�L�H�[�`��
�6�Y�N�H�U�P�a�H�[�P�V�U�����H�U�K���:�V�\�[�O�L�H�Z�[���(�Z�P�H���;�Y�L�H�[�`���6�Y�N�H�U�P�a�H�[�P�V�U��
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jointly explored membership and on 18 May, both countries applied to 
join NATO. 27 Past NATO expansions seem to have been catalysts for Pu-
tin’s mounting fears, growing anger, increasingly belligerent tone, and 



11�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U���3�X�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���5�X�V�V�L�D�·�V���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���3�R�O�L�F�\

decades and leaders.32

For much of the 1930s, 1940s, and 1950s, the dominant paradigm for 
analyzing the Soviet Union/Russia was the totalitarian model. While 
�R�Q�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �À�U�V�W�� �P�D�M�R�U�� �X�V�D�J�H�V�� �R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� ���������V���� �L�W�V�� �S�R�S�X�O�D�U�L�W�\�� �L�Q��
the West as a framework grew in the post-World War II Cold War, par -
ticularly amongst political right-wing authors and émigrés. Amongst 
the major authors of textbooks that utilized this framework were Merle 
Fainsod and Zbigniew Brzezinski. 33 The model’s main features includ-
ed a single all-powerful despotic leader who ruled through a single 
�S�D�U�W�\���� �D�O�O�R�Z�H�G�� �R�Q�O�\�� �R�Q�H�� �R�€�F�L�D�O�� �L�G�H�R�O�R�J�\���� �D�Q�G�� �P�D�G�H�� �H�[�W�H�Q�V�L�Y�H�� �X�V�H�� �R�I��
state-directed and controlled propaganda and censorship. It was a 
highly centralized, coercive state that swiftly and brutally crushed all 
attempted political opposition. The regime sought to monitor, control, 
and directly rule over all groups and organizations. Autonomous and 
independent organizations were not allowed. Its dictator’s ambitions 
were far wider than those of traditional autocratic regimes that also 
ruled by coercion. The totalitarian leader, by contrast, sought to remake 
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ized and centralized Russian bureaucratic polity; 36 a despotic leader’s 
totalitarian control over all aspects of society;37 the continuation of Slav-
ic cultural traditions; 38 and geo-political imperial rule. 39

As the bipolar global Cold War receded, détente began to emerge 
�À�U�V�W���Z�L�W�K���1�L�N�L�W�D���.�K�U�X�V�K�F�K�H�Y���L�Q���W�K�H�����������V���D�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���/�H�R�Q�L�G���%�U�H�]�K�Q�H�Y���L�Q��
the 1970s; accordingly, debates about appropriate strategy and tactics 
arose in the West.40 Discussions involved not only the nature of the nu-
clear age and ultimate motivations of the post-Stalinist Russian leaders, 
but also the appropriate framework for understanding a more modern 
Russian polity and society. As Russian society changed, Russians (both 
the mass public and the leaders) became more urban, educated, and 
�D�•�X�H�Q�W�����E�X�W���K�D�G���W�K�H�\���E�H�J�X�Q���W�R���F�K�D�Q�J�H���L�Q���D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V�"���+�D�G���W�K�H�\���E�H�F�R�P�H��
more moderate and semi-pluralistic?41

The Left in the West suggested that important change had occurred 
and prospects for peaceful co-existence were thus greater. The Right 
warned that the fundamentals of Russian society and politics had not 
changed and that we should remain vigilant, lest more political dom-
�L�Q�R�H�V���I�D�O�O�����Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���H�[�S�D�Q�V�L�R�Q���R�I���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���L�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H���D�U�R�X�Q�G���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G����

The rise of Mikhail Gorbachev in the 1980s, with his policies of pere-
stroika (restructuring) and glasnost (openness), seemed to usher in a dra-
matic and positive change in Russia’s world view to a more Westerniz-
er orientation. Canada played a role in facilitating East/West dialogue, 
particularly during Gorbachev’s 1983 visit to Canada. However, with 
the rise of Putin from 1999 onwards, there emerged increasing concen-
tration of arbitrary executive power in one person, renewed militant 
Russian nationalism and a strong re-assertion of Russian geo-political 
�D�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q�V�����U�H�Á�H�F�W�L�Q�J���D�Q���D�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W���U�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�L�V�W���G�H�V�L�U�H���W�R���U�H�Y�H�U�V�H���W�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W��
tides of history.

As Putin continues to alter the Russian political landscape, there 
�K�D�Y�H�� �E�H�H�Q�� �U�H�Q�H�Z�H�G�� �H�•�R�U�W�V�� �E�R�W�K�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �:�H�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �5�X�V�V�L�D��
�W�R�� �À�Q�G�� �D�� �P�R�U�H�� �D�F�F�X�U�D�W�H�� �I�U�D�P�H�Z�R�U�N�� �W�R�� �D�Q�D�O�\�]�H�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �W�Z�R�� �G�H-
cades-long, yet still unfolding, Putin-era political system. Amongst the 
labels and characterizations posed: (1) “Russia Inc,” “Kremlin Inc,” 
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“Gazprom State” (Levine; Dawisha, Hill), “state capitalism” (Dawisha, 
Laqueur) or “dictatorial petrostate” (Kasparov) which echo Meyer’s 
corporate description “USSR Inc.” of the Brezhnev communist era; (2) 
“oligarchy” (Browder), “kleptocracy” or “kleptocratic authoritarian-
ism” (Dawisha, Satter, Kasparov, Snyder), “crony capitalism” (Aslund, 
Lucas) which are reminiscent of Burnham’s and Djilas “new class” ex-
ploitation model; (3) “caesaropapism” (Arutunyan), “Leviathan” (Med-
vedev), or “never-ending presidency” (Dawisha) which draw parallels 
to Trotsky’s “Bonapartist” characterization of the Stalinist era; (4) “KGB 
�,�Q�F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�H�G�µ���R�U���´�.�*�%���P�D�À�D���V�W�D�W�H�µ�����.�D�V�S�D�U�R�Y�����$�S�S�O�H�E�D�X�P�����'�D�Z�L�V�K�D����
echoing the Chekist-purge era; (5) “totalitarian” (Zimmerman, Kova-
lev, Satter, Kasparov, Gessen) or “high tech authoritarianism” (Medve-
�G�H�Y�����D�Q�G���D���Y�D�U�L�D�Q�W���R�I���´�V�X�U�Y�H�L�O�O�D�Q�F�H���F�D�S�L�W�D�O�L�V�P�µ�����=�X�E�R�•�����Z�K�L�F�K���G�U�D�Z���R�Q��
Fainsod, Friedrich, Brzezinski, and even Trotsky.42 To help assess these 
analytical categories, it is useful to evaluate Putin, both the man and 
political leader. 
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has revealed is a persistent pattern of coercion and threats.44 He seeks to 
reverse the weakened condition that Russia has found itself in. Echoing 
the Slavophiles, he advocates a more conservative “going back to past 
traditions.” He, like so many fellow Russians, feels that during recent 
decades Russia witnessed unacceptable humiliation and loss of status, 
land, and power. Accordingly, he implemented a rapid revitalization of 
the military and a reassertion of its pivotal role in society. Given the 
increasing economic and cyber confrontations with the West, Putin has 
�R�S�W�H�G�� �I�R�U�� �P�R�U�H�� �L�Q�V�X�O�D�U�� �5�X�V�V�L�D�Q�� �V�H�O�I���V�X�€�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� ���D�X�W�D�U�N�\������ �V�R�P�H�Z�K�D�W��
reminiscent of Stalinist “Fortress Soviet Union.” Putin calculated that 
this was a way to provide protection for Russia from the West’s econom-
ic clout, foreign pressure, and even political intrusions. This was even 
more the case after the Western-imposed sanctions following the 2014 
Russian invasion of Crimea and the Donbas. Following the 2022 Russian 
invasion of Ukraine and more draconian western-imposed sanctions, 
the beginning of an economic “iron curtain” around Russia is unfolding. 

Echoing the Slavophiles, a major component of Putin’s ideological 
vision is a strong dose of nationalism. Putin promotes grandiose proj-
ects fostering Russian national symbols and power often over ordinary 
economic and social p Ech 
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Gorbachev and Yeltsin eras. To achieve this, like his Tsarist and Com-
missar predecessors, Putin is willing to employ a number of means: 
(1) brutally oppress smaller nations (e.g., Chechens, Tatars); (2) trun-
cate other states (e.g., Georgia, Ukraine, Moldova), and create splinter 
puppet regimes (e.g., South Ossetia, Abkhazia, Donetsk, Luhansk and 
Transnistria);46 (3) threaten other countries (e.g., the Baltic States); and 
(4) seek to reassert dominance in a region (e.g., the Caucasus). Teresa 
Rakowska-Harmstone suggested that this is Russia’s “Munroe Doc-
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tin seems to be following the military tactic of “total war” and heavily 
targeting civilians, a policy that he previously pursued in Chechnya 
(1999) and Syria (2015). 

Given that he believes Russia is in the midst of a major struggle with 
regard to its overall fate, Putin has concluded that it is crucial for Rus-
sia to employ much of its entire arsenal of powers. Accordingly, he is 
willing to utilize both conventional (e.g., large intimidating border mil-
itary exercises, economic oil and gas blackmail or invasion) and un-
conventional methods (including disinformation, propaganda, cyber 
warfare,48�� �5�X�V�V�L�D�Q�� �À�I�W�K�� �F�R�O�X�P�Q�L�V�W�V���� �D�Q�G�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �´�O�L�W�W�O�H�� �J�U�H�H�Q�� �P�H�Q�µ�� �Z�L�W�K��
unmarked uniforms grabbing foreign strategic installations and loca-
tions).49 He continues to probe in provocative and sometimes reckless 
fashion various regional and international thresholds to reclaim (by 
force or trickery) and to rebuild features of the Soviet era. The all-pow-
erful charismatic leader, as with a number of other dictators, achieved 
initial successes, in Putin’s case particularly during rising oil revenues. 
As a result, Putin acquired over time a growing sense of impunity re-
garding his violent deeds and acquisitions of territory. With each major 
�V�X�F�F�H�V�V�����W�K�L�V���K�L�J�K���U�L�V�N���W�D�N�H�U���V�H�H�P�H�G���Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�R���E�O�X�•�����W�K�U�H�D�W�H�Q�����F�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H����
and deceive even more. To further accomplish this, he has fostered the 
�L�P�D�J�H���R�I���D���.�*�%���)�6�%���W�R�X�J�K���J�X�\���Z�K�R���Q�H�Y�H�U���E�D�F�N�V���G�R�Z�Q���I�U�R�P���D���À�J�K�W�����Q�R��
matter how dangerous. One example was his rapidly escalating threats 
and harsh actions against President Erdogan and Turkey, after the lat-
ter’s shooting down of a Russian military plane along the Syrian/Turk-
ish border in 2016. His brutal military targeting of masses of civilians in 
Ukraine in 2022 suggest that, despite heavy Russian military personnel 
and equipment losses, he is willing to pursue a deadly ruthlessness to-
wards all of his opponents—soldiers and civilians alike.

Putin is not only committed to an all-out struggle for the future of a 
powerful Russia, both politically and militarily, he also seeks to aug-
ment Russia’s economic might. To achieve this, he was willing, when 
he could, to extract higher prices for Russian oil and gas from smaller, 
�Y�X�O�Q�H�U�D�E�O�H�� �I�R�U�H�L�J�Q�� �F�R�X�Q�W�U�L�H�V���� �+�H�� �Z�D�V�� �H�Y�H�Q�� �Z�L�O�O�L�Q�J�� �W�R�� �F�X�W�� �R�•�� �V�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�F��
supplies suddenly in highly vulnerable winter months. Coinciding 
with this Russian state ambition, Putin possesses a greedy and cov-
etous personal streak. As Dawisha and other authors note, Putin has 
overseen the emergence of a “kleptocratic” clique of oligarchs50 where 

���������3�V�\�Y�P�L����Putin�����J�O�H�W�������������/�L���L�]�L�U���K�P�Y�L�J�[�L�K���O�H�J�R�P�U�N���P�U�[�V���[�O�L�������������<�:���W�Y�L�Z�P�K�L�U�[�P�H�S���L�S�L�J��
�[�P�V�U���J�H�T�W�H�P�N�U����
��� �����+�\�Y�P�U�N���[�O�L���9�\�Z�Z�P�H�U���P�U�]�H�Z�P�V�U���Y�L���V�J�J�\�W�H�[�P�V�U���V�M���*�Y�P�T�L�H�����[�O�L�Y�L���^�L�Y�L���T�H�U�`���\�U�P�K�L�U�[�P�Ä�L�K��
�Z�V�S�K�P�L�Y�Z���P�U���J�H�T�V�\�Å�H�N�L�K���\�U�P�M�V�Y�T�Z�����^�O�V���^�L�Y�L�����P�U���M�H�J�[�����9�\�Z�Z�P�H�U���[�Y�V�V�W�Z�����I�\�[���[�O�L�`���K�P�K���U�V�[���^�L�H�Y��
�[�O�L�P�Y���V�M�Ä�J�P�H�S���T�P�S�P�[�H�Y�`���P�U�Z�P�N�U�P�H�����;�O�P�Z���M�V�Z�[�L�Y�L�K���Z�[�L�H�S�[�O���H�Z�W�L�J�[�Z���V�M���[�O�L���P�U�]�H�Z�P�V�U���H�U�K���T�H�K�L���P�[��
�L�H�Z�P�L�Y���M�V�Y���4�V�Z�J�V�^�»�Z���P�U�P�[�P�H�S���K�L�U�P�H�S���V�M���P�U�]�V�S�]�L�T�L�U�[��
���������+�H�^�P�Z�O�H���\�Z�L�Z���[�O�L���[�L�Y�T�Z���R�S�L�W�[�V�J�Y�H�J�`���H�U�K���R�S�L�W�[�V�J�Y�H�[�P�J���H�\�[�O�V�Y�P�[�H�Y�P�H�U�P�Z�T����Putin’s Kleptoc-
racy. �:�L�L���H�S�Z�V���3�H�X�\�L�\�Y�� Putinism and Myers, The New Tsar������������
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increasingly the economy is run by a few mega-billionaires who are 
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tion”) 60 are condemned and their jobs placed in jeopardy.
Putin believes that Russia needs to reclaim its historic global role as 

a pre-eminent superpower and is willing to employ threats and force, 
both conventional and unconventional. With a declining and aging 
�S�R�S�X�O�D�W�L�R�Q�����V�O�R�Z�H�U���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���V�H�F�W�R�U�V�����D�Q�G��
an economy increasingly lagging behind 61 the United States, the Euro-
pean Union and China, Putin may be in a strategic sense correct in be-
lieving that an ambitious and determined military posture is the most 
�H�€�F�D�F�L�R�X�V�� �S�D�W�K�� �I�R�U�� �5�X�V�V�L�D�·�V�� �L�P�S�H�U�L�D�O�� �D�P�E�L�W�L�R�Q�V���� �,�W�� �L�V���� �Q�H�Y�H�U�W�K�H�O�H�V�V���� �D��
potentially costly endeavour in both the short and long run. In earlier 
soviet decades, Moscow strained under the economic costs of its mili-
tary rivalry with the United States, particularly towards the end of the 
�F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�V�W�� �H�U�D���� �7�K�H�� �V�D�P�H�� �À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �L�P�E�D�O�D�Q�F�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �D�G�Y�H�U�V�H�O�\�� �D�•�H�F�W�H�G��
Russia previously still continues to exist, particularly in an age when oil 
prices plunged by more than two-thirds from a high of $145/barrel in 
2008 to less than $50/barrel by 2017 and below $40/barrel in June 2020. 
Ironically, while the war in Ukraine dramatically drove oil prices back 
up to new highs of over $120, subsequent Western sanctions on Russia 
have ostracized and isolated the Russian economy and greatly limited 
the ability to actually sell Russian oil and gas, particularly in the West. 
The Russian economy is exceedingly dependent on oil and gas exports 
as crucial sources of much-needed foreign income and its GNP.62 As 
Lourie and others have noted, the best time for the “petrostate” is per -
haps not in Russia’s future, but in its past.63 

�;�O�L�������������>�H�Y���P�U���<�R�Y�H�P�U�L���H�U�K���:�V�T�L���9�L�Å�L�J�[�P�V�U�Z���V�U���[�O�L���-�\�[�\�Y�L

�,�Q�� �U�H�F�H�Q�W�� �\�H�D�U�V���� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�� �G�H�Y�H�O�R�S�P�H�Q�W�V�� �L�Q�� �5�X�V�V�L�D�� �D�Q�G�� �Q�H�L�J�K�E�R�X�U-
ing post-soviet states, suggest major interrelated questions: First and 
�I�R�U�H�P�R�V�W�����Z�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���H�P�H�U�J�L�Q�J���Q�D�W�X�U�H���R�I���W�Z�H�Q�W�\���À�U�V�W���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q��
society and politics? Secondly, what are the real foreign policy and mili-
tary goals and motivations of Moscow’s leaders, particularly that of the 
mercurial and increasingly dictatorial Vladimir Putin? The trajectory in 
recent years is troubling. 

There are a number of ongoing social and economic strains in Rus-
sia:64 (1) there has been a long-term decrease in state income from oil 

���������:�\�J�O���6�Y�^�L�S�S�P�H�U���Z�[�H�[�L���S�H�U�N�\�H�N�L���J�V�U�[�Y�V�S���O�H�Z���Z�V�T�L���9�\�Z�Z�P�H�U���K�P�Z�Z�P�K�L�U�[�Z���T�V�J�R�P�U�N�S�`���Z�\�N�N�L�Z�[��
ing that Tolstoy’s War and Peace���T�P�N�O�[���O�H�]�L���[�V���I�L���Y�L�U�H�T�L�K��Special Military Operation and 
Peace��
���������3�H�X�\�L�\�Y�� Putinism,���W�H�Y�[�P�J�\�S�H�Y�S�`���J�O�H�W�Z����������� ��
���������4�H�Y�Z�O�H�S�S���.�V�S�K�T�H�U���K�L�Z�J�Y�P�I�L�Z���9�\�Z�Z�P�H���H�Z���H���¸�7�L�[�Y�V�Z�[�H�[�L���¹���:�L�L���3�V�\�Y�P�L����Putin,���J�O�H�W����������

��•�0� �À�À�� Putinism,
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and gas exports (in 2022 prices increased, but distribution was prob-
lematic); (2) a decline and aging of the adult working population and a 
subsequent state response of raising the retirement age for pensions; (3) 
�D���V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W���O�D�J���L�Q���W�H�F�K�Q�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O���L�Q�Q�R�Y�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���N�H�\���V�H�F�W�R�U�V���F�R�P�S�D�U�H�G���W�R��
other major powers; (4) inadequacies in the Russian medical response 
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angry totalitarian ruler, unleashed a military assault on the Ukrainian 
democratic state. The initial twin goals of a coup and installing a com-
pliant puppet regime failed. Subsequently, Putin opted for a slower and 
more brutal three-pronged invasion campaign from the North, East, 
and South. Increasingly, the aggressive Russian battle plan has target-
ed the Ukrainian civilian population with massive artillery and aerial 
�E�R�P�E�D�U�G�P�H�Q�W�V�����F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���R�•���H�O�H�F�W�U�L�F�L�W�\�����I�X�H�O�����D�Q�G���I�R�R�G�����,�W���L�V���D���Z�D�U���R�I���D�J-
gression and involves war crimes against civilians. It even put at grave 
risk Europe’s largest nuclear power station and raised the nightmarish 
spectre of a continental environmental disaster. His bellicose threat of 
nuclear weapons escalation is chilling. Putin’s initial territorial goals 
included expanding the strategic Crimean naval outpost of Sevastopol 
that dominates the northern shores of the Black Sea, re-asserting full 
military control over the Sea of Azov, and providing land bridges east 
to Russia and west to Transnistria, the breakaway Russian-dominated 
Moldovan state. In so doing, Putin sought to reduce Ukraine to a land-
locked and increasingly vulnerable regime. It seems his “real-politik” 
aim was at least to bifurcate Ukraine into two halves, divided by the 
Dnipro/Dnieper River. In so doing, Putin would greatly expand upon 
his Donetsk and Luhansk puppet states. Ultimately, if he cannot control 
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he would prefer to make it a wasteland. 

Echoing Stalin in the 1940s, Putin seems to have set his sights on 
establishing a new Russian bloc, ranging from Belarus in the North to 
Crimea and Abkhazia in the South. In a challenge and response inter-
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and re-armed. Germany’s geo-political posture towards the East reori-
ented and military expenditures greatly increased. Ironically, Putin has 
fostered a stronger and more determined adversary. There is a grow-
ing gulf and increasingly polarized military divide between the US-led 
NATO countries in the West and Moscow and its satellite states in the 
East. It seems like the beginning of a new Cold War or even a “clash of 
civilizations,” 67 if we do not rapidly escalate into a hot war, either by 
design or by accident.68 It seems the “Bloodlands” of Europe continue 
�W�R���E�H���D���I�R�F�X�V���R�I���L�Q�W�H�U���V�W�D�W�H���U�L�Y�D�O�U�\�����W�H�Q�V�L�R�Q�V�����D�Q�G���F�R�Q�Á�L�F�W����

���������/�\�U�[�P�U�N�[�V�U����The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order�����6�Y�L�U�Z�[�L�P�U����
The Lands in Between����� �������0�U���O�P�Z���L�H�Y�S�P�L�Y���W�P�V�U�L�L�Y�P�U�N���]�V�S�\�T�L����The Common Defence, 
�����������/�\�U�[�P�U�N�[�V�U���V�\�[�S�P�U�L�K���[�O�L���J�V�U�[�Y�H�Z�[�Z���I�L�[�^�L�L�U���K�L�Z�W�V�[�P�Z�T�Z���H�U�K���K�L�T�V�J�Y�H�J�P�L�Z���P�U���T�H�R�P�U�N��
�K�L�M�L�U�J�L���H�U�K���M�V�Y�L�P�N�U���W�V�S�P�J�`�!��� �̧(���T�V�U�H�Y�J�O�`���V�Y���K�L�Z�W�V�[�P�Z�T���¯���P�Z���S�P�R�L���H���M�\�S�S���Y�P�N�N�L�K���Z�H�P�S�P�U�N���Z�O�P�W����
�0�[���T�V�]�L�Z���Z�^�P�M�[�S�`���H�U�K���L�M�Ä�J�P�L�U�[�S� �̀����)�\�[���P�U���[�Y�V�\�I�S�L�K���^�H�[�L�Y�Z�����^�O�L�U���P�[���Z�[�Y�P�R�L�Z���H���Y�V�J�R�����P�[�Z���Z�O�L�S�S���P�Z��
�W�P�L�Y�J�L�K�����H�U�K���P�[���X�\�P�J�R�S�`���Z�P�U�R�Z���[�V���[�O�L���I�V�[�[�V�T�����(���Y�L�W�\�I�S�P�J�����O�V�^�L�]�L�Y�����P�Z���S�P�R�L���H���Y�H�M�[�!���Z�S�V� �̂����\�U��
�N�H�P�U�S� �̀����P�T�W�V�Z�Z�P�I�S�L���[�V���Z�[�L�L�Y�����U�V���W�S�H�J�L���M�Y�V�T���^�O�P�J�O���[�V���J�V�U�[�Y�V�S���L�]�L�U�[�Z�����H�U�K���`�L�[���L�U�K�\�Y�H�I�S�L���H�U�K��
�Z�H�M�L�����0�[���^�P�S�S���U�V�[���Z�P�U�R�����I�\�[���V�U�L�»�Z���M�L�L�[���H�Y�L���H�S�^�H�`�Z���^�L�[���¹���;�O�L���W�H�Z�Z�H�N�L���Z�[�P�S�S���Z�L�L�T�Z���[�P�T�L�S�`���P�U���[�O�L��
�>�L�Z�[�»�Z���K�L�H�S�P�U�N�Z���^�P�[�O���7�\�[�P�U��
���������>�O�P�[�L�O�V�Y�U�����¸�7�\�[�P�U���H�U�K���[�O�L�������������9�\�Z�Z�P�H�U���4�P�S�P�[�H�Y�`���*�V�U�Å�P�J�[���P�U���7�V�Z�[���:�V�]�P�L�[���3�H�U�K�Z���¹



22 Alan Whitehorn



23�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U���3�X�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���5�X�V�V�L�D�·�V���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���3�R�O�L�F�\

�)�P�I�S�P�V�N�Y�H�W�O�`

Almond, Gabriel, G. Bingham Powell, Russell Dalton, and Kaare Strom. 
Comparative Politics Today: A World View

https://globalnews.ca/news/8844419/finland-sweden-nato-application-russia-ukraine-war/
https://globalnews.ca/news/8844419/finland-sweden-nato-application-russia-ukraine-war/


24 Alan Whitehorn

Dawisha, Karen, and Bruce Parrott, eds. Russia and the New States of 
Eurasia: The Politics of Upheaval. Cambridge: Cambridge University 



25�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U���3�X�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���5�X�V�V�L�D�·�V���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���3�R�O�L�F�\

Judah, Ben. Fragile Empire: How Russia Fell In and Out of Love with Vladi-
mir Putin. New Haven: Yale University Press, 2013.

Kasparov, Garry. Winter is Coming: Why Vladimir Putin and the Enemies of 
the Free World Must be Stopped�����1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����3�X�E�O�L�F���$�•�D�L�U�V��������������

Kennan, George F. Russia and the West Under Lenin and Stalin. Boston: 
Little, Brown, 1961.

Khan, Manhoor. “Putin Claims He Makes 140,000 and Has an 800-Square 
Foot Apartment. His Actual Worth Is a Mystery No One Can Solve.” 
Fortune.com, 2 March 2022.

Khrushcheva, Nina. “Inside Putin’s Mind: Looking Back in Anger.” 
�:�R�U�O�G���$�•�D�L�U�V���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O, 18 October 2014.

�.�L�Q�J�V�E�X�U�\���� �5�R�E�H�U�W�� �&������ �D�Q�G�� �5�R�E�H�U�W�� �1���� �7�D�D�•�H�����$�Q�� �$�W�O�D�V�� �R�I�� �6�R�Y�L�H�W�� �$�•�D�L�U�V. 
New York: Praeger, 1965.

Knight, Amy. Orders to Kill: The Putin Regime and Political Murder. New 
York: St. Martin’s, 2017.

Kohn, Hans, ed. The Mind of Modern Russia: Historical and Political 
Thought of Russia’s Great Age. New York: Harper & Row, 1962.

Kovalev, Andrei. Russia’s Dead End: An Insider’s Testimony from Gor-
bachev to Putin. Nebraska: Potomac Books, 2017.

Laqueur, Walter. Putinism: Russia and Its Future with the West. New York: 
Thomas Dunne Books, 2015.

Legvold, Robert. Return to Cold War. Cambridge, Polity Press, 2016.
Lenin, Vladimir. “What is to be Done?” In Essential Works of Lenin, edit-

ed by Henry Christman. New York: Bantam Books, 1966.
Levine, Steve. Putin’s Labyrinth: Spies, Murder, and the Dark Heart of the 

New Russia. New York: Random House, 2009.
Librach, Jan. The Rise of the Soviet Empire: A Study of Soviet Foreign Policy. 

New York: Praeger, 1965.
Lodge, Milton. Soviet Elite Attitudes Since Stalin. Columbus: Charles E. 

Merrill, 1969.
Lourie, Richard. Putin: His Downfall and Russia’s Coming Crash. New 

York: Thomas Dunne Books, 2017.
Lucas, Edward. The New Cold War: Putin’s Russia and the Threat to the 

West. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2009.
Medvedev, Sergei. The Return of the Russian Leviathan. Cambridge: Pol-

ity, 2020.
Menon, Rajan, and Eugene Rumer. 



26 Alan Whitehorn

Peters, Ralph. “Vladimir Putin Will Only Become More Murderous and 
Dangerous.” New York Post, 24 January 2016.

Putin, Vladimir. “On the Historical Unity of Russians and Ukrainians” 
http//en.kremlin.ru/president/news/66181, 12 July 2021.

Robertson, Ian. “The Danger That Lurks Inside Vladimir Putin’s Brain.” 
Psychology Today, 17 March 2014.

Roxburgh, Angus. The Strongman: Vladimir Putin and the Struggles for 
Russia. London: IB Taurus, 2013.

Rubinstein, Alvin. The Foreign Policy of the Soviet Union. New York: Ran-
dom House, 1966.

———. Soviet Foreign Policy Since World War II: Imperial and Global. Glen-
view: Scott, Foresman & Co, 1989.

Sakwa, Richard. Russia’s Futures. Cambridge: Polity, 2019. 
Sargent, Greg. “How Putin Badly Misjudged the West, As Explained By 

a Russia Expert.” Washington Post, 24 March 2022.
Satter, David. Darkness at Dawn: The Rise of the Russian Criminal State. 

New Haven: Yale University Press, 2003.
Schoen, Douglas. Putin’s Master Plan to Destroy Europe, Divide NATO, 

�D�Q�G���5�H�V�W�R�U�H���5�X�V�V�L�D�Q���3�R�Z�H�U���D�Q�G���*�O�R�E�D�O���,�Q�Á�X�H�Q�F�H. New York: Encounter 
Books, 2016.

Seton-Watson, Hugh. Neither War nor Peace: The Struggle for Power in the 
Postwar World. New York: Praeger, 1962.

�6�N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���� �*�R�U�G�R�Q���� �D�Q�G�� �)�U�D�Q�N�O�\�Q�� �*�U�L�€�W�K�V���� �H�G�V����Interest Groups in Soviet 
Politics. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1971.

Smith, Mark. The Russia Anxiety and How History Can Resolve It. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2019.

Snyder, Timothy. Bloodlands: Europe Between Hitler and Stalin. New York: 
Basic Books, 2012.

———. “To Understand Putin, Read Orwell.” Politico , 3 September 
2014.

———. The Road to Unfreedom: Russia, Europe, America. New York: Tim 
Duggan Books, 2018.

———. “Putin Has Long Fantasized About a World Without Ukraini-
ans. Now We See What That Means.” Washington Post, 23 March 2022.

Staar, Richard. USSR Foreign Policies After Détente. Stanford: Hoover In-
stitution Press, 1985.

Stoner, Kathryn. Russia Resurrected: Its Power and Purpose in a New Global 
Order. New York: Oxford University Press, 2021.

Trotsky, Leon. The Revolution Betrayed: What Is the Soviet Union and Where 
Is It Going?���1�H�Z���<�R�U�N�����3�D�W�K�À�Q�G�H�U���3�U�H�V�V��������������

Ulam, Adam. Expansion and Coexistence: Soviet Foreign Policy 1917-67. 
New York: Praeger, 1968.

Utechin, S. V. Russian Political Thought: A Concise History. London: JM 
Dent & Sons, 1963.



27�5�H�Á�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�Q���9�O�D�G�L�P�L�U���3�X�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���5�X�V�V�L�D�·�V���)�R�U�H�L�J�Q���D�Q�G���0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���3�R�O�L�F�\





�(�I�V�\�[���[�O�L���(�\�[�O�V�Y

Alan Whitehorn is an emeritus professor of political science at the 
Royal Military College of Canada. He received his BA (York) in Polit-
ical Science/History and his MA and PhD (Carleton) in political sci-
ence. In the mid-1970s, he served as the research director on the David 
�/�H�Z�L�V�� �P�H�P�R�L�U�V���� �,�Q�� �W�K�H�� �P�L�G�����������V���� �K�H�� �Z�D�V�� �W�K�H�� �À�U�V�W�� �K�R�O�G�H�U�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �-���� �6����
Woodsworth Chair in Humanities at Simon Fraser University. As an ac-
ademic, he has written extensively on Canadian parties and elections, 
comparative politics with an emphasis on Russia, East Europe and the 
South Caucasus, and the topics of genocide and human rights. As a 
published poet in both Canada and internationally, he is a member of 
the Writers’ Union of Canada and the Writers’ Union of Armenia.




