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SUBJECT: Theft in the South African Mining Industry  

 
 
From ÒThe Theft of Precious Metals from South African Mines and RefineriesÓ by Ben Coetzee 

and Riana Horn
 

The mining industry is of strategic importance for South Africa, however it faces a number of 
challenges including the theft of precious metals and mining equipment. This issue can erode 
the profitability of mines to such an extent that they would have to stop production or even lay 
off workers. It was estimated in 2006 that the value of gold theft in South Africa was about R2 
billion and R225 million of platinum group metals. This estimates to be between 5 to 10 percent 
of annual South African production.i 
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