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Bio athletes travel from their teams (“Home Groups”) 
to one of four training camps (“Expert Groups”).
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Team Competition Success

1st place team: 4/4 + 

2nd place team: 3.9/4

other teams: 3.8/4

Individual Participation

possible deductions for:

- unrelated conversations

- not making a clear contribution to the team effort

Scoring
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Teamwork as a Pedagogical Tool

• Second year laboratory methods course

• Groupwork as a means and an objective

• SASS groupwork page is an AMAZING resource

�ƒ https://sass.queensu.ca/resources/online/group-
work

• Team charter activity (highlight diverse skills).

• Teach strategies to work “as a group ” not “in a 

group ”.

Now in use in other larger 300-400 student courses.
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Laura E. Hernández

• 2nd year Biology
• 120 students
• 40 students / lab section
• 4 students / group
• 3-hour lab sessions



Teamwork as a Logistical Tool

• Logistic benefits of groupwork:

• Do more (learning) with less (time, money).

• Builds comradery and collegiality.

• Efficient use of TA time (less grading).

• Things to watch out for

• Add/drop dates.

• Accommodations and considerations.

�ò Strong syllabus – clear expectations.

• Group complaints (team charter helps).
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Disadvantages

• Can be logistically complex to get good 

quality data

• Multiple unique answer keys required for 

grading which means extra preparation time 

every year

• Scary to teach  (never know what you will 

find)

Advantages

• Increased engagement, collaboration & 

investment  by students

• Unique answers for each group/ class 

section (reduces academic dishonesty across 

sections)

• Exciting to teach  (never know what you will 

find)

Students collect data: during lab, in tutorial, on field trip, at home, 
synchronously, asynchronously
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�9 1st  Year Biology
�9 Enrolled students: ~1,200
�9 Lab/Tutorial sections: ~65
�9 Students per lab section: ~20

Activities
In -person group assignment

• Problem solving and quantitative skills
• Apply concepts to the real world 

Challenges 
• 18 – 20 TAs – different levels of experience 
• Marking assignments uniformly across different sections



Step 1: Pre -marking exercise
�¾ Sample assignment
�¾
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