Schoolof Environmental Studies— 4" year Options

Students in Environmental Science Majors and Environmental Studies Majors may choose
between ENSC 430 and ENSC 60502 as a fourthyear honours project to complete their
degree.Final course registration for ENSC 501 482)in place of these project options.

Course Description

ENSCI30 HonoursProjectin Environmental Sustainability (6.0 units)

Interdisciplinary study of the scientific, socipelitical, and economic aspects of selected

local, national, or global issues related to environmental sustainability. Teamwork is
emphasized.

NOTE Field Trip: estimated cost $30.

Requirements:Prerequisite Level 4 or above and registration in an (ENSC Major, ENVS
Major, ENVS Medial, EBIO, ECHM, EGEO, EGPY, ELSC or ETOX Plan) or permission of the
School.

This course runs for the full academic year. The fall term includes a series of lectures and
skills workshops that can be completed at your own pace, and individual assignments to
preparefor the final group project. Thereare no lecturesor workshopsin the winter term,

but a 3hour weekly session is reserved in the schedule to facilitate group work and to ask
guestions of the teaching teamTeamwork is emphasize@group assignmentswill account
for 50%of your grade), though there will also be several individual assignments (the other
50% of your grade).

This course is designed to be a “capstone” experience for ENSC and ENVS Majors. It
incorporates many of the issues and concepts you have been exposed to in Environmental
Studies and requires you to apply knowledge and methods you have learned in other
coursestoward a‘realworld’ casestudy. Thecourseisinterdisciplinaryin nature, and we will
explore scientific, socigaolitical and economic aspects of the environment in an integrative
fashion. A central goal of the course is to help prepare you for the type of interdisciplinary,
collaborative,team-basedenvironmental projects you will inevitably find yourself involvedin
after you graduate.

Themain coursetheme for 202425 is "Applied Climate Science: Mitigation, Modeling, and
Analysis".



ENSGO01 Independent Environmentabtudy (6.0 units) —fall/winter term

https://www.queensu.ca/ensc/undergraduate/courses/ers01502



https://www.queensu.ca/ensc/undergraduate/courses/ensc-501502
https://www.queensu.ca/ensc/undergraduate/courses/ensc-501502
https://qspace.library.queensu.ca/handle/1974/1851

synthesize novel ideas or concepts through the combination of available information.

ENSC 502 is a-t@it course that normally includes acquisition of new data or substantial
analysisof an existing data set. Thiscanbe from laboratory work, surveys field studies,etc.,
usually done as a member of the supervisor’s research groupften ENSC 502 projects are
started in the summer before registering in the course, e.g. as a summer reseass$istant.

Choosingaproject or topic alongwith asupervisorfor ENSC501or 502.
Thereare two common situationsfor studentswho choosethese courses.

A) astudent isreallykeento study aparticularenvironmentaltopic aspart of their degree,
and would love to spend many hours researching the topic to become an expédgetting
course credit for doing all that work sounds like a great way to make time for it.

B) a studenthas met Prof. X (in a course, at a seminar, etc.) and really wants to do more in
depth work with Prof. Xthan is possiblein aregularcourse. Theexacttopic isnot critical as
long as it's in Prof. X’s research area and Prof. X will supervise the work.

Step 1:Find aSupervisor

Each student will have a supervisor and an examindihe supervisor has the primary
responsibility for student advising, while the examiner is involved with providing feedback
and marking coursecomponents(outline, draft report, etc.). If appropriate, the student can
havetwo co-supervisorsinstead. Thesupervisoris usuallyafaculty memberin SES(includes
Adjunct and Crossppointed faculty) with expertise in the research topic arealhe
examiner can be from outside SES with approval of the ENSC 501/502 Coordinator.
Occasionally(e.g. Situation Babove)the supervisormay be from outside SESin which case
the examiner must be from SES and there must be approval from the Coordinator.

It isthe student’s responsibility toidentify asupervisor,andthis shouldbe done asearlyas
possible (i.e., spring or early summer). Usually this is done through amail request from
the student to the faculty member. A list of faculty members and their interests can be
found here: https://www.queensu.ca/ensc/people/facultgnd-staff. If a student is not sure
who to contact for a particular topic, they may also contact other SES faculty or the
Coordinator for advice on who might be an appropriate supervisor. Note that leaving this


https://www.queensu.ca/ensc/people/faculty-and-staff
mailto:diane.orihel@queensu.ca
mailto:wintlet@queensu.ca

Step 3: Supervision

The student and supervisor will discuss and refine the specific research topic to be
addressed. Thesupervisorshould provide advicerelated to defining the scopeof the study,
suggestrelevantliterature and other sourcesof information and provideinput on the basic
plan for the student’s work. This can begin at the start of Septembadylore information
regarding timelines and deliverables will bgosted on onQby September.

Further information:

Undergrad ChailFall 202): Dr. Kristen Lowitt kristen.lowitt@queensu.ca
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