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Settlements in the Auroville Green Belt





This report was prepared by 

postgraduate students at Queen’s 

University’s School of Urban and 

Regional Planning in Kingston, 

Ontario, Canada. The international 

project team was comprised of 12 

students in their second year of 

the Master of Urban and Regional 

Planning (M.Pl.) program, 

The students  come from diverse 

undergraduate programs, including 

journalism, criminal justice, music, 

geography, environmental sciences, 

visual arts, sociology, political science 

and education.  Each team member 

is interested in varying areas of 

concentration in the field of urban 
planning.  Both individually and 

collectively, the team is equipped with 

versatile skills that have contributed 

to the successful completion of this 

project. 



Project Summary 

Auroville’s Perspective Master Plan (2001) includes a Green Belt zone that is intended to 
be used as a tool to assist in managing development and future growth around Auroville. 

Within Auroville’s Green Belt, there are six village settlements, all of which are experiencing 

growth. This is ultimately putting pressure on the Green Belt. While growth can offer economic 
development opportunities, these pressures can also cause environmental degradation and 

a loss of cultural heritage. The purpose of this document is to provide a Growth Management 

Framework for Settlements in the Auroville Green Belt to identify ways in which Auroville and 

the villages can grow together harmoniously.

 

Background

Greenbelt plans are widely used to manage growth pressures in urban settings while 

preserving environmentally sensitive areas. Auroville’s Green Belt was initially created as a 

way to protect and promote the sustainability goals of the community. New developments in 

the nearby villages and throughout the Green Belt prompted the need to study the effects of 
growth and to develop a comprehensive strategy. Further, the research is timely due to the 

ongoing review of Auroville’s Green Belt Development Plan (2011). The research conducted 

for this project is intended to inform changes to the Green Belt Development Plan and provide 

direction for future research. 

Process

The research process began in September 2017 in Kingston, Ontario, Canada with 12 Master 

of Urban and Regional Planning students from Queen’s University conducting background 

research and interviews. The project team worked for three months in Canada to establish 

a baseline of knowledge on greenbelts, growth management tools and to establish an 

understanding of the Auroville context. Two weeks in Auroville at the beginning of December 

provided the project team time to further research the growth pressures experienced 

in Auroville’s Green Belt and gain a better understanding of the relationships between 

Executive Summary



stakeholders. The research that was conducted is intended to provide background so that 

recommendations for future action can be offered. 

Different research methods were used to develop the Growth Management Framework 




