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Background 

Sparks Street as originally developed by Nicholas Sparks in the early 1840s. 

After Queen Victoria selected Ottawa as the new capital ofCanada, the street became the 

thriving commercial 

Its role as a c 

centuries, as the stree 

boom was short-live 

in the 1950s began to 

ub for the area. 
thmmercial centre grew steadily through the late 19th and early 20

became home to banking, fashion and cultural activities. This 

however, because the development ofsuburban shopping centres 

slowly draw patrons and businesses away from Sparks Street. 

In an effort to invigorate Sparks 
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Criteria 

The following tv elve criteria, grouped into three progressive categories. were used to 

evaluate the overall: uccess ofthe Mall as an urban open space: 

1, Contextual S 'Pport These are pre-design environmental factors that should be �

considered bt fore site development. �

i. � Microcl'matelEnvironment iii. Enclosure 
ii. � Surroufi ding Land Use 

2, � Design �F�r�a�m�~� work - The design framework should consider the needs of �

potential user . �

i. � Focus iv. Intricacy 
ii. � �C�e�n�t�r�i�n�~� v. Street Views 

iii. � Legibiliz v vi. Seating 

3. � Social Milieu f- By responding to user needs. learning from use patterns and �

providing elell ents that promote an �a�c�t�i�v�~� social life. a successful social milieu �

can be created �

i. � 100% Lc r::ation iii. Animation, 
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Conclusion 

�~�u�c�c�e�s�s�J�f�u�l�J�7�e�a�t�u�r�e�s� 

Block One: 
• Waterfea 

• Ease ofcirc ation 
• Accessible 



Not well m . 

ight 
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Block Three: 
• Lack ofsight • Limited evening activity 
• Lack ofpu lic art • Lack of year-round activities 
• Lack of fo al seating • Lack ofuser diversity 

Block Four: 
• Lack ofsight • Limited architectural diversity 
• Limited ev ning activity • Not very complex 
• Lack ofye -round activities • Lack ofaccessible retail 
• . Lack ofus diversity • Lack ofuser diversity 
• tained 

Block Five: �
'c art •• Limited architectural diversity �

• Not very complex 
• Limited eve . g activity • Lack ofaccessible retail 
• Lack of ye -round activities • Lack ofuser diversity 
• Lack ofuse diversity • Overall absence ofsocial milieu 
• Not well m tained 

Recommendations 

It is apparent at there is a genuine discord between the east and west end ofthe 
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