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construction and repair of houses, municipal administra-
tion and services. '

19 July 1989 The New Democratic Party releases information ob-
Federal-Provincial  tained from the Finance Department under the Freedom
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their conviction that the proposed tax is “unacceptable,”
that it could cause inflation, hurt interest rates, and
negatively affect employment and regional development
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New Brunswick Premier McKenna announces that the
four have agreed to take the issue to the November FMC
in Ottawa, to ensure that communications utilities con-
tinue to be regulated in the public interest.
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* the designation of the federal government as an institu-
tion that must preserve and promote both official
languages;

* support for unanimous approval for provincial un-
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all convey the same message: the Meech Lake Accord,
as it stands, is unacceptable.

As part of an effort to save the Accord, Senator Lowell
Murray is given the job of consulting the premiers to see
whether there is enough basis for agreement to schedule
another FMC,

On economic matters, the premiers present a unified
front against Finance Minister Michael Wilson’s pro-
posed Goods and Services Tax (GST), which they say
will increase unempiloyment and reduce economic

_ growth. They also repeat their call for lower interest
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the year 2000. For its part, Manitoba will construct the
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against allowing deals involving the export of 533 bill-
ion cubic feet of natural gas from western Canadian
suppliers. The NEB had stated on 21 December that it
may consider changing the method it uses to regulate
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26 January 1990 - Federal Environment Minister Lucien Bouchard orders
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6 February 1990 The Manitoba Court of Appeal rules that Manitoba
Minority Language  francophones do not have any constitutional right to
Education - their own school board. While ruling that as it stands
Manitoba Manitoba’s Public Schools Act is unconstitutional, the
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cnent returns to the producer to pay both the costs of

A [EPEPIR [ IO S B




252 Darrel R. Reid

¢ a change in the amending formula for the creation of
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27 March 1990 After an Ottawa meeting, provincial finance ministers
Taxation — GST declare that they will not help the federal government
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1 April 1990 The federal government and Yukon Indians sign a major
Land Claims - land claim agreement giving aboriginal people in that
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ment provides for oil and gas rights, land use, forestry
and mineral rights. It commits the federal and territorial
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west Territories control of more than 180,000 kilometres
of land. The accord gives the 15,000 Dene and Métis
surface title to 181,230 sq. kilometres of land. They wilk
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pleted could raise safety problems during spring flood-
ing. .
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monetary and agricultural policies, saying they are doing
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* a declaration that the distinct society clause “in no way
impairs the effectiveness of the Charter of Rights;”
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caucus vowing to promote sovereignty-association for
Quebec while sitting as an independent in Parliament.
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31 May 1990
Supreme Court —
Aboriginal Rights
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years. Alberta is the first provinee to grant both self-
government and title to settlement lands to Métis people,
In return, the Métis have set aside their longstanding
lawsuit against the province over oil and gas revenues
from their traditional lands.

In a decision hailed by aboriginal groups, the Supreme
Court, in Regina v. Sparrow, rules that native rights
cannot be arbitrarily restricted or abolished by gov-

ernments. Commenting on a case mvolvmg a Brmsh
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| 17-18 June 1990 The New Eneland Governors and Eastern Canadian Pre-
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rejected it will boost separatist forces and lead to another
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In the Quebec National Assembly, Premier Bourassa
states that “English Canada must clearly understand that
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29 June 1990 In a joint news conference, Quebec Premler Bourassa
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’ sion which, it is expected, will likely result in the draft-
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Chronology: Index

Aboriginal Peoples: 12 January 1990; 24 May 1990; 31 May 1990

Aboriginal Peoples — Land Claims: 8 December 1989; 1 April 1990; 9 April 1990; 30
May 1990
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’ Conference of Atlantic Premiers: 23-24 March 1990
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