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 ������Newsle�©er��of��the��Re�Ÿrees’��Associa�Ÿon �1of

�1John�1
Meisel�1and�1a�1small�1group �1including �1
Alison �1Morgan �1and�1Joyce�1Zakos.�1
Maintaining �1a�1sense�1of�1“the �1univer �,

sity �1family” �1and�1sponsoring�1a�1variety �1of�1activities�1were�1
RAQ’s�1early�1objectives.� 1 � 1Volume �11,�1Number �and�1other�1

campus�1developments�1as�1well �1as�1visits�1to�1
numerous�1regional�1locations�1such�1as�1the�1
Marine �1Museum,�1wineries�1in�1Prince�1Ed�,
ward �1County �1and�1visits�1to�1

the�1Opinicon �1
Station.� 1 � 1Individual �1initiatives �1provide �1added�1spice�1and�1
value.�1A�1notable�1example�1is�1Agnes�1Herzberg’s�1Monday �1
Morning �1Forum�1featuring �1eminent�1speakers�1on�1a�1wide �1
variety �1of�1topics.�1�1
�1�1�1�1In�1addition �1to�1social�1and�1educational�1activities,�1RAQ�1
keeps�1a�1close�1watch�1on�1fiscal�1matters�1important �1to�1its�1
members,�1foremost�1among�1which �1are�1pensions.�1The�1Pen�,
sion�1Committee�1of�1the�1Board�1of�1Trustees�1has�111�1voting �1
members,�1two �1of�1whom �1are�1retired �1faculty �1and�1staff�1ap�,
pointed �1on�1recommendation�1by�1RAQ�1at�1the�1request�1of�1
the�1Principal. �1Reports�1from �1our�1Pension�1and�1Benefits�1
Committee�1are�1important �1items�1at�1our�1Board�1meetings.�1
Financial�1planning �1seminars,�1updates�1on�1the�1Medical �1
Plan�1and�1Travel�1Insurance�1are�1other�1fiscal�1matters�1moni �,
tored�1by�1RAQ.�1
�1�1�1�1Consideration�1of�1the�1role�1RAQ�1could�1play �1in�1providing �1
a�1platform �1for �1discussion�1of�1topics�1of�1mutual �1concern�1to�1
the�1university, �1city �1and�1Queen’s�1students�1led�1to�1establish�,
ing�1the�1RAQonteur�1Forums.�1They�1have�1been�1held�1once�1or�1
twice�1a�1year�1since�12009�1covering�1a�1wide �1variety �1of�1topics�1

ranging��from �1Queen’s�1and�1the�1National �1Economy�1to�1stu�,
dent�1housing.�1�1�1�1��
�1�1�1�1The�1RAQ�,Queen’s�1Partnership�1was�1created�1in�1Novem�,
ber�12007�1“to �1enhance�1the�1continued �1scholarly�1and�1crea�,
tive�1lives�1of�1retirees,�1complement�1the�1existing�1academic�1
infrastructure �1and�1programs�1of�1Queen’s�1University �1and�1
build �1on�1the�1strengths�1of�1RAQ.” �1The�1university �1signed�1a�1
statement�1of�1intent �1to�1establish�1a�1centre�1“to �1facilitate �1the�1
continuing �1partnership �1of�1retirees�1in�1the�1academic�1life �1of�1
the�1university.” �1RAQ�1has�1a�1small�1office�1in�1Mackintosh �,
Corry �1Hall; �1it �1may�1be�1time�1to�1revisit �1the�1notion �1of�1a�1cen�,
tre.�1
�1�1�1�1“We’ll �1Work �1for �1Free,�1Say�1Retired�1Professors,�1but�1Col�,
leges�1Struggle�1with �1How �1to�1Use�1Them.” �1This�1heading�1in�1

the�1December�113,�12009�1issue�1of�1the�1Chronicle�1
of�1Higher�1Education�1describes�1a�1generic�1prob�,
lem�1equally �1applicable�1to�1Queen’s.�1It �1is�1a�1
recurring �1agenda�1item�1at�1semi�,annual�1meet�,
ings�1 of�1 the�1 RAQ�,Queen’s�1 Partnership�1
group. �1
�1�1�1�1Priorities �1for �1the�1immediate �1future �1identi �,
fied�1in�1the�1report �1following �1the�1RAQ�1Coun�,
cil�1Retreat�1in�1June,�12011�1were�1(1)�1maintain �,

ing�1involvement �1in�1pension�1and�1benefit�1advocacy,�1(2)�1
continued �1interaction �1with �1the�1University �1and�1(3)�1pro�,
moting �1benefits�1of�1RAQ�1membership�1to�1include �1more�1
than�150%�1of�1retirees.�1I�1believe�1those�1priorities �1remain�1un�,
changed.�1
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We�1have�1all �1been�1greatly �1sad�,
dened�1by�1the�1Þnal�1illness�1and�1
sudden�1death�1of�1Commi �4ee�1
Chair�1David �1Bacon�1on�1April �1
13,�12014.� 1 � 1David �1joined�1the�1
Commi �4ee�1early�1in�12010�1and�1
became�1its�1Chair�1later�1that�1
year�1when�1health�1problems�1
forced�1Alan �1Green�1to�1step�1
down. �1�1You�1will �1all �1be�1famil �,
iar�1with �1David’s �1reports�1in�1

each�1issue�1of�1RAQnews�1since�1September�12010.�1We�1will �1
miss�1his�1friendship �1and�1wise�1counsel.�1

David’s �1Þnal�1report �1to�1the�1RAQ�1Council �1was�1prepared�1in�1
February,�1before�1illness�1forced�1him �1to�1step�1down: �1

On�1January�116,�12014�1members�1of�1the�1RAQ�1Pensions�1
and�1BeneÞts�1Commi �4ee�1met�1with �1Caroline�1Davis,�1
Vice�,Principal �1(Finance�1and�1Administration), �1Al �1Orth, �1
Associate�1Vice�,Principal �1(Human �1Resources)�1and�1Bob�1
Weisnagel,�1Director �1(Pensions�1and�1Insurance),�1at�1their �1
invitation, �1to�1receive�1a�1brieÞng�1on�1initial �1discussions�1
between�1Queen’s�1University �1and�1representatives�1of�1
the�1Pension�1Plan�1of�1the�1Ontario �1Colleges�1of�1Applied �1
Arts �1and�1Technology�1(CAAT). � 1 � 1This�1exploration �1by�1
Queen’s�1is�1one�1option �1that�1could�1lead�1to�1easing�1of�1the�1
potential �1severe�1impact�1of�1the�1solvency�1deÞcit�1of�1the�1
Queen’s�1University �1Pension�1Plan�1on�1the�1





4��

RAQnews is��published��three���Ÿmes��a��year��by��the��RAQ��Communica�Ÿons��Commi�©ee,��Diane��Du�©le����(Chair)��
Editors:��Diane��Du�©le,��George��Brandie;����Photos:����George��Brandie,��Diane��Du�©le,��Joyce��Zakos��
Proofreading:��Barbara��Aitken;��Web��site:����George��


