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I. The	populist	challenge	to	liberal	democracy
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• Donald	Trump	in	the	US
• UKIP	and	Brexit	
•
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Source:	Calculated	from	ParlGov1
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• Critique	of	established	structures	of	power	in	liberal	democracies

• Populism	challenges	the	checks	and	balances	of	liberal	democracies.	
• Faith	in	the	wisdom	and	virtue	of	ordinary	people	over	corrupt	establishment:	big	banks,	
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• CONFORMISM

•
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Economic	insecurity	or	cultural	backlash	-- or	both?
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Institutional	contexts	
e.g.	electoral	systems	and	thresholds

Demand	side
Values	and	attitudes	in	the	

mass	electorate

Supply	side
Incentives	for	elite	competition	

and	cooperation
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• Rise	of	progressive	values	during	the	1970s,	especially	among	
younger	cohorts	and	college	educated	in	Western	societies
• Value	diverse	forms	of	sexuality	and	gender	identities,	LGBT	rights,	





Rise	of	critical	
citizens	
disenchanted	
with	political	
institutions		

Leadership	
rhetoric

Period	effects:		economic	
downturns,	trade	shocks,	

and	unemployment

Period	effects:		
population	migration	and	
perceptions	of	terrorist	

threatsGenerational	
value	change	
and	cultural	
backlash

Media	
frames

Public	
support	for	
populist-

authoritarian	
values
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ECONOMIC	LEFT

State	management
Economic	redistribution

Welfare	state
Collectivism

ECONOMIC	RIGHT

Free	Market/Small	state
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ECONOMIC	LEFT
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ECONOMIC	LEFT

State	management
Economic	redistribution

Welfare	state
Collectivism

ECONOMIC	RIGHT

Free	Market/Small	state
Deregulation
Low	taxation
Individualism

POPULISM
Anti-establishment

Strong	leader/popular	will
Nationalism	

Traditional	social	values

COSMOPOLITAN	
LIBERALISM
Pluralistic	democracy

Tolerant	multiculturalism
Multilateralism

Progressive	social	values
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Notes:	
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Pooled	data	classifies	populist	parties	and	voters



Source: Pooled	European	Social	Survey	1-6



Source: Pooled	European	Social	Survey	1-6



A:	Controls
Beta SE Sig

CONTROLS																																																																Age	(years) .007 .001 ***

Sex	(male) .380 .021
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2016	American	National	Election	Study	(ANES)	and	2016	Cooperative	Congressional	
Election	Study	(CCES)
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Democratic	Primary	Vote	Cllnton v.	Sanders	(ANES) Socio-economic +	Culture
B S.E. B S.E.

Socio-demo Age	(years) 0.052 0.006*** 0.049 0.006***
Gender	(male) -0.404 0.173* -0.567 0.186***
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• Debate	between	economic	insecurity	and	cultural	backlash	theories
• Overall	several	demographic	and	social	factors	(age,	sex,	education,	

ethnicity,	religiosity)	and	cultural	attitudes	are	the	strongest	and	most	
consistent	predictors	of	populist	support	in	Europe	&	US
• By	contrast,	economic	inequality	is	less	consistently	linked	with	

populist	votes	in	Europe	and	the	US
• Phenomenon	reflects	a	retro	backlash	among	once-predominant	

generations	against	progressive	value	change;	heightening	generation	
gaps	in	the	electorate.
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• Book	in	progress
• Cohort	analysis	using	longitudinal	panel	survey	data	since	1970s	

suggests	period	effects
• Diverse	illustrative	mational cases	(US,	France,	Brexit,	Venezuela,	

Hungary)
• Fuller	multilevel	models	need	to	analyze	supply-side,	demand-side	

and	institutional	contexts
• Robustness	tests	for	alternative	dependent	variables
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